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Description
of the work

A hbrary, I believe, presents an 1deal vehicle to
explore the connecuons between image and symbol
examining the relatonships of visual communicanon.
Much of my personal "research” 1n 1solating imagery is
spent browsing through hbrary stacks, discovering and
creating. | am attempung to represent the excitment
and mystery I find contained in g libraries resources
and express them through conceptual and graphic
metaphores.

SYmbO:s and Signs:

l \/ I ans eariiest anempts at recording and storing
intorrmaton were 0 the form of symbols representng
significant aspects ot life. Pernaps the earliest
"libraryv"” could be considered the 20,000 vear old cave
paintings of Europe. Dr. Liz Green, a psychanalyst
who has wnrten extensively on the subject of svmbols
1n her book Relanng notes that symbols and sign have
disanctly ditzerent funcaons: "The meaning of a siegn
1s something specific and collecave, such as a road
sign, while a svmbol. on the other hand, suggests or
generates an aspect of life whers the number ot
possible 1nterpretanons 1s mnfinite and eludes attempts
to 11X or estaplish a single meaning.”

3 el
eric Alchermy:
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l l nul the 1700's the science that studied the art of

ransrorming chemical elements and compounds was
xnown as alchemy. Much of this "science” was later
devoted to arlempang to transicrm basic elements 1ato
cold. However this was more than science. It took on
metaphiorical and spirttual meanings in esoteric
alchemy. 'Tnz noted swedish authority on Symbois
Carl G. Liungman swates,, " Tae aim of esoteric
alchemy was primarily to umprove the state of
Tan...0ot 1o rum lead into gold.” Please note: no
‘new age’ tvpe spintuality is intended. in this
project. Sumply a "'poetic’’ metaphore
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Tﬁs searcn or quest 1or knowledge, which in tern
leads to a plane of high conscuousness or spiritual en-
lichtenment, was known as "Esoteric Alchemy.” 1 be-
lieve, it represents-a rich metaphor for 2 University

Library.
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Ear:th and Mazrter

lhe spint pushes up Into marter

Ihne spirit has pierced master

Mazrzer has become erhereal

Mazzer 1s permeatec with the spiris

Consciousily creared life leaves marier

Man rises to a higher plane of awareness

Man's spirit can no longer sink into marner
- Maner rerurns 1o i1s original stare

Man reaches enlightenment

Knowledge -iadsto - Enlightenment

Leaming - leads to - Reason
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Medium and
Method of
Fabrication
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Tif: upper pair o painted umage compo-
nents (two - 6.3' x4' ea.) will be painted on air
injected polyvinyl chlonide (PVC) sheets. This
white, opaque plastic material has proven to be
iceal for public spaces. It has been rated archival,
1S l1ght weignt, ridged. and Unpervious to mois-
tare. It 1s manuractured under several names
inciuding SINTRA and TETTOPQOR. The panelis
witl be mounted to a cradle support tabncated
rTom stips ot stmuilar matenial. The panels would
De cainted using acrvlic paint and sealed with an
acrvliic varmish. They could be ramed 1n welded,
burnished, clear lacquered steel fmmcs.

—_[-1"16 center (4" x 6') painang could be
~ainted as described above. However, [ believe 1t
would present a striking installation painted on
rransvarent plexigiass and itlluminated from the
rear. 1ne enuare panel would be encased 1o a steel
rame and elecmified using standard commercial

lignt beox sign echniques.

e
_i_'ns svinbol ele“‘*ﬂnts would be rabricated
meral sign material. Taese svmbols tabricated
om 1/4" burnisned alummum bronze, brass or
copper have a saun finish and are coated with a
ciearizcguered fimish to preserve the pristine
suzzace and are guarantesd for Life by the manu-
“acrurer. These metal svmbols are generated
15102 2 clamond comrouter controlled saw by
CMINT LETTERS. Mirnesota. Tae symools
S o Lismea using standard commercial

*'""if'l

ficanng aprcroximately 2" from tne

£

~2 Cozincer Alchemv symools weuld be 127
vl 1 I, C:lm svmpols would C = 8" tali.
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