THE PARTS OF SPEECH – WORD CLASSES

	WORD CLASS
	STRUCTURAL CHARACTERISTICS
	SOME TYPICAL DERIVATIONAL ENDINGS


	MAIN USES IN

SENTENCES
	TYPICAL  POSITION IN SENTENCE
	TRADITIONAL 

DEFINITION

	NOUN
	The plural form ends in –s or –es or equivalent and the possessive forms end in ‘s or s’
	-ance, -dom, -er, -ess, -ism, -ist, -ment, -ness, -or, -ship
	Subject, direct or indirect object, complement, object of preposition, appositive
	Before and after the verb or after a, an, the, this, my, some, etc. or after a preposition
	A noun is a word used as the name of a person, place, thing, quality, action, or idea.

	VERB
	Forms end in –s, -ed, -ing, or equivalent
	-ate, -en, -ify, -ize
	Predicate, as verbal, participle, infinitive, gerund
	After the subject in statement or before the subject in question
	A verb is a word used to assert or express action or being.

	ADJECTIVE
	The comparative forms end in –er, -est or the adjective is preceded by more (when comparing 2 things or people) or most (when comparing more than 2 things or people)
	-able, -al, -ful, -ible,-ic, -ious, -ish, -ive, -ous,   -y
	Modifier of the noun or pronoun
	Between a, an, the, etc., and noun or after a linking verb
	An adjective is a word used to modify a noun or pronoun by making its meaning more exact.

	ADVERB
	The comparative forms end in –er, -est or the adjective is preceded by more (when comparing 2 things or people) or most (when comparing more than 2 things or people)
	-ly, -ward, -wards,-way, -wise
	Modifier of the verb, adjective, or adverb
	After the verb or the verb and object or before the adjective, adverb, verb or at the beginning or the sentence
	An adverb is a word used to modify a verb, adjective, or another adverb.

	PRONOUN
	N/A
	A closed class—

No additions possible
	Subject, direct or indirect object, complement, object of preposition
	Before and after the verb or after a preposition
	A pronoun is a word used in place of a noun.

	PREPOSITION
	N/A
	A closed class—

No additions possible
	Forming a phrase with a noun or noun equivalent ( to show the relationship between its object and some other word in the sentence
	Before its object (a noun or noun equivalent)
	A preposition is a word used to show the relationship between its object and some other word in the sentence.

	CONJUNCTION
	N/A
	A closed class—

No additions possible
	Coordinating-

joining two or more words, phrases, clauses, sentences. Subordinating- introducing a clause that is used as part of sentence.
	N/A
	A conjunction is a word used to join words, phrases, clauses, and sentences.

	INTERJECTION
	N/A
	N/A
	A sentence tag or exclamation
	Preceding the sentence or standing alone as a sentence itself
	An interjection is a word used to show emotion such as Oops, Wow, Eek, Yippee.


